
   CHURCH STREET UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Friday 

I love a good Christmas story. There are countless stories, myths, and 
legends told about this time of year. One story is told about the spider.  

 It seems that when Herod found out that the wise men would not be re-
turning he began to march with his troops to find out where the child was. 
We know from the text that Mary, Joseph, and Jesus fled to Egypt 
(Matthew 2:13-23). The legend goes that all the animals of the manger 
decided to accompany them on the trip to defend baby Jesus. Each ani-
mal thought they could provide something with their talents that would 
prove invaluable. Every animal was ready for the adventure. Even the spi-
der. 

 But no one wanted the spider to come. After all, the spider was very 
small. There were no sharp teeth or horns or even hooves to help guard 
Jesus on the journey. But the spider persistently pleaded until they al-
lowed the spider to accompany them on the journey—provided that it not 
get in the way. 

 As the story unfolds, we find that several of the “brave” companions were 
either frightened off or they found another adventure that they would ra-
ther be on. Eventually only two animals were left—the donkey and the spi-
der.  

 One night as the Holy Family grew tired on the journey, they decided to 
stop in an a inconspicuous cave. They huddled inside, and while it was 
safe enough inside the cave there was a noticeable chill in the air. So, the 
spider carefully wove a web over the mouth of the cave, hoping it might 
hold in some of the air, making it warm. 

 The spider had just finished weaving when suddenly outside they heard 
voices. Herod and his soldiers had caught up with the Holy Family. The 
soldiers were searching through each and every cave they came across…
until they came across the cave where Mary and Joseph were hiding. 
They didn’t go in because there was an undisturbed spider web across 
the entrance. So this insignificant spider had saved the day.  

 The legend ends by saying that this is the reason we hang tinsel on our 
Christmas trees. To remind us that no act of kindness, or courage is ever 
wasted. In fact, it has much to 
say about the way you view 
the world—through Christ’s 
eyes or through the eyes of 
man. 

 Grace and Peace, 

 Lance  
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Music Ministry Notes From Gordon 
 

This will certainly be a “Christmas to remember, due to the continued threat of COVID-19.  Even under 
so many restrictions, we WILL celebrate the season of Christmas, just as we have done in years past.  
During these upcoming days, I do hope you will once again celebrate friends, family home, traditions, 
and of course our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  This will be a strange time for the Church Street family 
with no church group gatherings or Chancel Choir special music.  However, we will celebrate Advent 
each Sunday and sing, yes I said sing the wonderful carols of Christmas. Come and worship, come and 
worship, worship Christ, the newborn King.  
 
Our Pastor has recently stated that we can begin to sing the carols of Christmas, beginning on the first 
Sunday in Advent– November 29th.  Of course, you will still be required to wear a mask and distance 
yourself from fellow church members.  I am looking forward to hearing your “muffled” singing as we 
begin this process.  Thank you for your understanding spirit as we continue to traverse these days 
ahead. 
 
The Church Street family will be blessed by some outstanding Christmas specials beginning with our 
Ladies Ensemble on Sunday morning, November 29th.  They are ready to share a beautiful arrange-
ment of the contemporary classic, Mary, Did You Know? On the first Sunday in Advent.  There will be 
more wonderful Christmas specials during the remaining days of 
the Advent Season. 
As we prepare for this season of Advent, may we reflect upon 
these words of Christina G Rossetti penned in the late 1800’s. 
 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
Yet what can I give Him? Give Him my heart.    

            
 
                        

  Gordon 

Each year during the Christmas season, we are reminded 
there is no greater joy for us than giving to others. Since 

1930, the White Christmas Offering has enabled Methodists 
to share their blessings with those whose circumstances in 
life just haven't been fair. These children and young adults 
certainly didn't sign up to be in the situation they're in and 
with your support, they have the hope of a much brighter  

tomorrow.  This offering continues through the end of      
December. Please make your check payable to CSUMC and 

indicate White Christmas Offering in the memo line.  

https://www.istockphoto.com/illustrations/christmas-music
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Merry Christmas !!!!! 

The Children’s Ministry would like to give a  very BIG THANK YOU 

to all who participated in the “Operation Christmas Child.”  You 

showed God’s love and made a child very HaPpY!   

The Christmas season is the perfect time to return to Sunday school.  Also, why 

not invite  a friend who maybe doesn’t have a church family? Children ages 

three through 5th grade meet upstairs in the assembly area for songs and pray-

ers beginning at 9:15 and then they go to their classrooms for Bible time and 

activities.     

This year the Christmas season is a little different, isn’t it or is it?  We will not be 

engaging in some of our “usual” gatherings and parties, but still we will cele-

brate Jesus’s birth.  How will you recognize and share Jesus’s love?  Will you en-

joy a Christmas day meal with family or friends?  Will you exchange and un-

wrap gifts with your family or friends?  Wherever you are and wherever you go, 

Jesus will be with you! He is EMMANUEL, “God with us.” On second thought, may-

be this Christmas season is the same!  It is our response to it that might be some-

what different.   

Let’s intentionally make HIS JOY a daily experience! Let’s intentionally recog-

nize all of our blessings and intentionally acknowledge God’s gracious gift of 

His son!  Let’s intentionally challenge one another to celebrate Jesus each and 

every day!   

Merry Christmas, 

Frances 
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Daniel Jordan 

John Strother 

Caldwell DeBardeleben 

Nan Calloway 

Caroline Thomas 

Samantha Thomas Wilson 

Suzanne Ingram 

John & Suzanne Stringer 

Ray & Edie Delp 

Dennis Sweeney 

Allen Williams 

Jamie Bedgood 

Richard Burk 

Carolyn Canty 

Joy Beers 

Jim Kennedy 

John Sherrer 

Jeff Cogle 

Kent Sullivan 

Myrna Hollis 

Ben, Katie & Elizabeth Allen 

Hogue 

Jennifer Williamson Stone 

Lisa Duebelt 

Robert, Sydney and Sawyer 

Olinger 

Mike Milligan 

Randy Smith 

Bob Culpepper 

Jim & Amy Sims 

Helen & Peggy Cross 

Keith Stephan 

Blake Flanagan 

Wayne Henderson 

Gary West 

Gail Browning 

Tommy Eiland 

Tracey Craig 

Kathryn Hardy 

Russ Jackson 

Bill Livingston 

Elizabeth Kilponen 

Clark Schatz 

Jimbo Barrett 

Pam Cunningham 

Joanie Looney 

Shannon Miller Cook 

Cassandra Steele 

Home Bound 

Eloise Trammel 

Jean Walker 

Nell Woodward 

Helen Rogers 

Ann Pegues 

Barry Blanton 

Camille Salter  

I will support Church Street United Methodist Church with my…. 

PRAYERS 

I will support Church Street United Methodist Church with my…. 

PRESENCE 

December Meetings 

Finance 

Thursday, December 10th@ 5:00pm 

Church Council 

Thursday, December 10th @ 5:45pm 

 

Please contact your chairperson or 
the Church Office if you will not be 

able to attend. 

 

Teams Serving in December 

 

Ushers:  Wayne Vardaman, Captain, Dick  Dunaway,  

Ed Livingston, John Nettles, Joe Newton, Scoop Rivers,  

Lee Calame, and Larry Jones 

 

Security: William Free, Jamie Thomas, Wood Spivey, 

 Steve Todd, Em Moore 

 

Collection Counters:  Linda Haskell and  Mryna Hollis 
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I will support Church Street United Methodist Church with my…. 

GIFTS 

 

As of now, our stewardship campaign’s total estimated giving is 

$344,624.00.  We expect that there will be some more pledges 

coming late and by mail.  We would like to thank all the trail 

bosses and members who helped us maneuver the detours in the 

trail this year. We appreciate all who jumped in to help.. so un-

expected but so appreciated!!   

 This was a different year for the Pony Express drive but with the help of   

everyone it worked! We were pleased and pleasantly surprised that most members  

asked to help said yes, and got the job done.  This program is outstanding in that 

it reaches every member,  Thank you all. 

 If we as a Church can keep the spirit of the Pony Express going and growing in 

all areas of our church activity great things are possible.  I know that our Pastor 

will give us the leadership and direction in accomplishing the goals of our Church. 

 In closing, God blesses and multiplies all we give and all we receive.   

Thanks to all! 

Ed and Andrea Livingston 

 

 Kincey Green  
By:  Sharon Hardy 

John Scales  

By:  Class of ‘56 

Sara Snow 

By: Myrna Hollis 

Memorials 

Average attendance in October 

Sunday School:        38  

Worship Service:   75 
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Providing flowers for the worship service on Sunday is a  

wonderful way to honor a loved one. 

If you would like to put flowers in the sanctuary in honor or in 

memory of someone.  Please  

contact the church office.   

December Meetings 

Finance Committee 

Thursday, December 1oth at 5:00 pm 

in the Grist Library 

Church Council 

Thursday, December 1oth at 5:45 pm 

in the Grist Library. 

 

Please contact your chairperson or the 

Church  

Office if you will not be able to  

attend the December  Meetings. 

I will support Church Street United Methodist Church with my…. 

SERVICE 

Christmas time brings so much joy through the music of the 

season.  Thank you to everyone who has and will continue to 

bring the music that stirs our hearts.   

We are so thankful you share your talents with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to turn in your 

order form for 

 poinsettias !   

Last day to order is  

November 29th 
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Fall Nursery Workers   
November 1st– Dawn Wendland 

November 8th– Laura Beth Boyd/Sterling Harrison 

November 15th—Callen Free/ Sarah Lloyd Free 

November 22nd– Angie Thomas/Sarah Thomas 

November 29th- Leigh Chappelle/Rachel Todd 

December 6th– Glennis Porter/ Cora Smith 

December 13th– Daneen Turner/Maryanna Turner 

December 20th– Callen Free/Sarah Lloyd Free 

December 27th– Angie Thomas/Sarah Thomas 

  

 

  Acolyte Schedule 
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Church Street United Methodist Church 

214 Church Street 

Selma, AL 36701 

Phone: 334-872-1401 

Email: kathy@churchstreetumcselma.org 

www.churchstreetumcselma.org 
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